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Standardize electronic records for physical transactions 

*ldei|6f ( dii5dbsijre : f '0- '^WW?- H-'^ ' . • ■ '■ "-W^, . , ' - ■ 

1. Describe your invention, stating the problem solved (if appropriate), and indicating the advantages of 
using the invention. 

When you go to a retailer and transact, there are details about the transaction that you would like 

to record for your personal records. Create a standard record definition so that the retailer can give you 

the 

transaction details by email or physically on disk. If this record is standardized (like field name, field 
length, field) 

then applications could import them very easily and make it very easy for everyone to gain access to their 



Standardize electronic records for ph 1 transactions - continued 



data 

from a variety of retailers/service providers. You could also create standard mandatory fields for the 
record. 

If you have an Auto Service transaction, then you would want mileage, vehicle, and vehicle year to be 
mandatory fields for this transaction type. 

2. How does the invention solve the problem or achieve an advantage,(a description of "the invention", 
including figures inline as appropriate)? 

This provides a service to customers of retail establishments or service providers. For example, if you 
went to the quick change oil shop to get your oil changed, you would like to record the transaction in your 
own database or other program. If the shop created an electronic ticket for the transaction and emailed it 
to you or copied it onto electronic media (floppy disk), you could import it into your database and have 
records of your automobile maintenance without having to manually type it in. You would also have the 
financial details of this transaction and it could go flow into your budget and be recorded as actual 
expense. Once the data has been imported 

into your software, you could do further data manipulation such as projecting the future date for your next 
maintenance service. You could also have it update the budget because you have the latest expense for 
this type of transaction and can use it to more accurately estimate future transactions. 

3. If the same advantage or problem has been identified by others (inside/outside IBM), how have those 
others solved it and does your solution differ and why is it better? 

No, I am not aware of any other identified by others. 

4. If the invention is implemented in a product or prototype, include technical details, purpose, disclosure 
details to others and the date of that implementation. 

No prototype. 
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